10 STEPS:
House Fire Mitigation

for Homeowners

Your home is your sanctuary, a place of comfort and safety for
you and your loved ones. However, the threat of house fires
can turn this haven into a nightmare. House fires are all too
common and can result from various causes, including
electrical faults, cooking accidents, and heating system
malfunctions.

The good news is that many house fires are preventable with
the right knowledge and precautions. In this guide, we'll walk
you through the top 10 things to do to prevent a house fire
and ensure peace of mind

TOP 10 THINGS TO PREVENT HOUSE FIRES

O1. Electrical Safety

Regularly inspect your home's wiring for signs of wear,

fraying, or damage and replace any damaged or

outdated wiring. Also, avoid overloading electrical outlets

or power strips. Spread the load and use them as &
intended. You may install arc-fault circuit interrupters é)
(AFCIs) in your electrical panel to detect and prevent

electrical fires. Unplug appliances when not in use,

especially those with heating elements like toasters and

irons.
02. Kitchen Safety
Never leave cooking food unattended, especially when
frving or using open flames. Keep flammable materials
@ like paper towels, dishcloths, and curtains away from the
UF stovetop. Ensure your kitchen is equipped with a fire

extinguisher and smoke detectors. Regularly clean your
exhaust hood to prevent grease buildup. Avoid wearing
loose clothing while cooking, as it can easily catch fire.

03. Heating System Maintenance
Schedule annual inspections of your heating systemes,

including furnaces, space heaters, and chimneys,

performed by a qualified professional. Keep flammmable
materials, furniture, and drapes at a safe distance from
heating equipment. Use space heaters with built-in

safety features and keep them away from combustibles.
Install carbon monoxide detectors to alert you to any
leaks from fuel-burning appliances.

04. Smoking Safety
If you smoke, do so outside the house. Use a deep, sturdy

o ashtray and never dispose of cigarette butts in planters
% or mulch. Ensure cigarette butts are completely
extinguished before disposing of them. Keep lighters
and matches out of the reach of children.

05. Candle Safety

Use candles in sturdy, non-combustible holders and
place them on heat-resistant surfaces. Keep candles
away from curtains, tablecloths, and any flammable
materials. Never leave candles unattended, and
extinguish them before leaving the room or going to
sleep. Consider using battery-operated LED candles as a
safer alternative.




06. Inspect the Dryer
Many household appliances, such as clothes dryers,

ovens, and dishwashers, generate heat during operation.

To prevent house fires, it's essential to perform regular
maintenance on these appliances. For clothes dryers,

clean the lint filter after every use and periodically check
and clean the dryer vent ducts. Accumulated lint is
highly flammable and can lead to dryer fires.

07. Inspect the Stove and Oven
Inspect and clean your oven and stove regularly to

remove food debris and grease buildup. Grease can
ignite and cause a kitchen fire. To clean your oven and
stove effectively, start by removing any loose debris or
crumbs. Then, mix a solution of equal parts water and
baking soda, apply it to the interior surfaces, and let it sit
for at least 15-30 minutes before scrubbing away
stubborn stains with a non-abrasive scrubbing pad or
sponge.

08. Smoke Detectors
Install smoke detectors on every level of your home,
inside bedrooms, and outside sleeping areas. Test them
monthly and replace the batteries at least once a year.
l@] Fire detectors are crucial to alert your home to early
S signs of fire, providing valuable seconds or minutes for
539 occupants to evacuate safely before a fire spreads out of
control. They serve as essential guardians of life and

property, helping prevent tragedies and minimize
damage in the event of a fire.

09. Fire Extinguishers
Keep fire extinguishers in key locations such as the

kitchen, garage, and near fire-prone areas. Learn how to
use them effectively. Home fire extinguishers are
indispensable tools that empower homeowners to take
immediate action and contain small fires before they
escalate into major emergencies. Having a fire
extinguisher readily available can make the difference
between a manageable incident and catastrophic
property damage or loss.

10. Storage of Flammable Materials
Properly store and dispose of flammmable materials, such

as gasoline and propane. Keep them in cool and well-
ventilated areas away from the house and out of direct

sunlight. Store these materials in approved containers

specifically designed for their safe storage, ensuring that
lids or caps are tightly sealed to prevent leaks or vapors
from escaping.

BE PREPARED.

House fires can be devastating, but with the right knowledge
and precautions, you can significantly reduce the risk of one
occurring in your home. By understanding the common
causes of house fires and following our preventive guide, you
can protect your home, your loved ones, and your peace of
mind.

Remember that house fire prevention is a shared
responsibility, and it starts with being vigilant and proactive in

creating a safe living environment.
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